
How to Read a WIPO Patent 

Tips and 

Guidelines 

 

1. Prior Art must be 

created before the Latest 

Date for Prior Art 

 

2. Find phrases from 

Claims to guide 

searches 

 

3. Use the IPC Code to 

find similar technology 

 

4. Compare phrases to 

patents related through 

Priority Data 

 

5. Take note of anything 

that is unique or 

unfamiliar  

 

6. Pay attention to 

inventors who have 

published other related 
pieces of prior art 
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3 - IPC Code: Classifies patent 

based on main area of technology 

1 - Intl. Publication Number: Year 

of Publication and Serial Number 

2 - Publication Date: When the 

patent was first officially granted 

4 - Application Info: Date applies to 

initial of the application 

5 - Priority Data: Date when 

Inventor/Applicant filed with their 

National Patent Office: LDPA 

6 - Applicant: Sponsor of the 

original patent application  

7 - Inventors: Credited with 

invention of the actual technology  

8 - Designated States: Countries 

where the approved patent is 

recognized 

9 - Abstract: Brief description of the 

technology and unique features 
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