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How to Read Patent Claims




Reading Patent Claims

Organizing the Claim

Key Part of a Patent

> The first page of a patent provides a wealth of
bibliographic information, but do not describe the
specific technology

> Claims provide the definition of the technology by
answering three questions:

 Whatis the invention?
» Is this technology within the Latest Date for
Prior Art? (see “How to Read a WIPO Patent”)

* Does it include an inventive step?
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S
Claim Format

CLATMS

7

> Independent Claim >

1.

Cooking aid composed of an envelope based on |

fat which is solid at room temperature and on a fluid

\0r pasty flavouring filling.

J

(2.

in that the envelope has a fat content of between 40
and 100%,

up to 60% of polysaccharides and/or of proteins and/or

preferably between 60 and 80%, and comprises

Cooking aid according to Claim 1, characterizeé\

< Dependent Claim <

(i

>

>

\_

ndependent Claims

~

Related to the overall patent

Can be interpreted without reading any

J

other related claims
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Sof fibres and/or of salt. g

(b

>

>

\_

“\

ependent Claims

Based on a specific independent claim

and limited to that scope of technology

Additional details to support claims

J




Reading Patent Claims

Finding Keywords
> Repeatedly used keywords and CLAIMS
phrases can help describe the
area Oftechnology and drive 1. Cooking aid composed of an envelope based on
earIy broad searches fat which is solid at room temperature and on a fluid
or pasty flavouring filling.
. . 2. Cooking aid according to Claim 1, characterized
’ Umque’ selective keywordsand in that the envelope has a fat content of between 40
phrases help define what makes and 100%, preferably between 60 and 80%, and comprises
the patent unique and inventive, up to 60% of polysaccharides and/or of proteins and/or
and drives narrow searches of fibres and/or of salt.
Repeatedly Used

> Organize keywords into Table
Form (see next slide)

Selectively Used
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Reading Patent Claims

Organizing the Claim

Tips and Guidelines

>

>

>

>

Separate each feature and keyword

Understand the meaning of each feature

Consult the first page for more info
Organize the claim into a Table Form
* Easier toread
* Helps to identify keywords

* Ensures that every fact is included
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Cooking Aid composed of an Envelope

Envelope is based in fat

Fat is:
» Solid at room temperature
> On a fluid or pasty flavouring filling

Claim 2: Fat Content
»  40-100%, preferably 60-80%

Fat comprises of up to 60% of
»  Polysaccharides and/or

»  Proteins and/or

»  Fibres and/or

> Salt




